▶
Coping with adversity ▶ Diffi culties, barriers and tensions ▶ Fostering a participative future.
The panel discussions produced dialogue around issues such as the role of religion in death, what constitutes a good death and euthanasia. Conclusions A lack of openness together with a 'live forever' mindset contributed to a cultural shift where the inevitable isn't discussed; which hinders advance care planning and adversely affects the grieving process. Dying and death was articulated as an upsetting and taboo topic. Some practitioners take the view that they "do not want to upset patients" and choose avoidance, while others are drawn to talking as an integral aspect of their role. Dying people often want the opportunity to talk through their wishes, though such discussions with the 'general public' can be more problematic. Recommendations Hospices are advocated to address the need for more outreach events in the community and wider education and training for all.
